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Parker Yobci Dear OCC Director:

Executive Director _
Commonwealth Council

for Arts & Culture Thisletter describes how the Commonwealth oftheNorthern Mariana Islands
Walter A. Manglona (CNMI) plans to use the Child Care and Development Funds (CCDF) awarded
8'f%eccet%rn il under the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act
ging . a2 3o .
(CRRSA). Weunderstand that this description will beused for the purpose of

Walter I. Ma.caranas informing the Office of Child Care, Administration for Children and Families and
gapse Congresshow our Lead Agency anticipates using the funds tosupportthe child care
PI'Ogram needs in ourjurisdiction.

MelvinFaisao

e e ctior We plan to use CRRSA funds for activities in the following categories:

Chamorro/Carolinian

L.1nguage Policy

Commission

Maribel D Loste, MF.d Direct SerV|ces/Sub_S|d|es . . .

Pro%ram Adrn.inimator * The CNMI will use the funds to support child care subsidy assistance to
Child Care and individuals identified as front line and/or essential workers.

Development Fund
(CCDBG)

Low Income Home Energy IMplementation of Virus Mitigation Policies and Practices
The CINMNvill use the funds to provide resources such as cleaning and sanitation

Assistance
4 supplies, PPE's, masks, as well as minor construction ofthand washing stations (for
rogram
example installation of sinks near entrances) to support implementation of health
(LIHEAP)

and safety policies and practices in line with guidance from the Child Care
Licensing Program (CCLP) as well as from the Center of Disease Control and

Gordon Salas

Childcare .
B Prevention.
Licensing Program
Garapan Street Market e The CNMIwill use the funds to provide technical assistance (TA) to

implement and comply with CCLP's Covid-19 Health and Safety Re-
Opening Plans.
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' Thesefundswillbemadeavailable througha grant process toal/ License Centerbase

programs, both CCDF and don-CCDF providers as well as License-Exempt Family, Friend,
andNeighbor (LE-FEN care, and License-Exempt Emergency Child Care Provider (LE-
EGQC).

Grants or Assistance (Other than Subsidies) to Stabilize Child Care Providers
Through a grant process the § MIwill supportproviders to stabilize their programs. Grant
money may be used to support increased operating expenses-such as continued full time
pay/salary for all child care teachers, caregivers, staff and other employees.

CRRSA funds will also be used to support amonthly stipend to all providers.

Assistance to Providers Not Participating in the Subsidy System Prior to the Pandemic

' Grantassistance willbe made available to all non-CCDF providers to support operational

expenses, the purchase of cleaning and sanitation supplies, aswell as support for technical
assistance to meet CCLP.s Covid-19 Health and Safety Re-Opening Plan.

Fundswillalso supportnon-CCDF providers' professional development (training and TA
willbe offered free of charge) focusing on health and safety and implementation of Covid-19
Safety Protocols.

Other
* Hireadditionalstafffor Saipan, Rota, and Tinian for capacity building tosupport CCDF
activities (eligibility, health and safety, and quality activities).

¢ The CWII will also use the funds to expand on the initiative System of Support or SoS for
License-Exempt Family, Friend, and Neighbor Care (LE-FEN).

* Establish and Implement a program to increase parents' and teachers' knowledge of
scientifically based research and strategies for promoting the health and well-being of young
children:

* Training and Technical Assistance on Mind in the Making (MITM) and
Vroom for providers, families and the community

Purchase of resources such as educational materials and equipmentto
implement MITM as well as printing of materials

Telephone Nos.: (670) 664-2577i2587 Fax: (670) 664-2570 Email: dccaocos@pticom.com
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The CNMl will also use the funds to address/meet Quality Ratingand Improvement System
(QRIS) Star Levels I, 2, and 3 Standards. The 6 QRIS standards include Health and Safety,
Child growth and Development, Staffing and Professional Development, Children with
Disabilities, Family Engagement and Strengthening, and Leadership and Management.

The G\MI will also use the funds to implement a system for Mental Health Consultations

* Training and Technical Assistance to providers on how to implement mental
health consultations in their programs

The CNMl willalso use the funds to support community-based non-profit Summerand
Afterschool Programs to:

*  purchase educationalmaterials. supplies, and equipment.

Trainingand TA to support best practices for school age children

The C™ I will also use the funds to support the health, mental health, and well-being of all
providers, whetherCCDFor\on CCDF providersby:

Offering training and TA on health, mental health, and well being
Providing resources to address health, mental health and well being
Supportingprovidersto participatein events thatemphasizes better health,

mental health and well-being. For example: paying the fees for community-
based exercise activities

Bring C ™I health and safety regulations more in alignment with industry best practice and
implementation of health and safety regulations

Enhance professional development supports to provide needed coaching and training

Build data system capacity and assist with continued implementation of data system to track,
report, and monitor early childhood programs
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The Commonwealth oftheNorthem Mariana Islands-CiMI will amend our CCDF planas a
resultofactivitiesimplemented under CRRSA funding not currently described in the plan,
within 60 days ofimplementation.

Sincerely,

/s/

JJ{(;? "B/ Ddleon Guerrero
Recraidry

Departmentof Community and Cultural Affairs
Commonwealth ofthe Northem Marianas Islands

g PaulNoski, Regional Program Manager, Office of Child Care,
Christina Warren, Program Specialist, Office of Child Care, Region 9
Joshua Lee, Program Specialist, Office of Child Care, Region 10
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